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newsletter
The League of Women VoTers of saraToga CounTy may/June/July 2017

AnnuAl Meeting

How Do the State and Federal Budgets  
Impact Working Families in NYS?

Speaker: Ron Deutsch Executive Director, Fiscal Policy Institute

We will have a light lunch and a business 
meeting when we will discuss the budget, 
important issues facing the LWV and vote in 
our new BOD. Join us and meet up with friends, 
meet our newest members, and participate in 
this very busy time. RSVP using the coupon on 
page 4

The Fiscal Policy Institute (FPI) is an independent, nonpartisan, 
nonprofit research and education organization committed to improving 
public policies and private practices to better the economic and social 
conditions of all New Yorkers. Founded in 1991, FPI works to create a 
strong economy in which prosperity is broadly shared.
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Saturday, June 3rd,  
11:30 to 2pm

at Bravo!
3246 S Broadway,  

Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866

Meetups 
Thank you for joining us and 
participating in discussions.  

We will continue to meet in 
May and June. Many of you have 
requested more about the LWV 
and its work. So we will focus 
on that and continue to discuss 
important issues and needed 
action.  

At this point, we need your 
thoughts on the Meetups. 
Should we continue through 
the summer? Should the format 
change? What do you want to get 
out of the meetings? Please let 
us know. Call/text Pattie Garrett 
at (518) 496-4973 or email at 
pattiegarrett@aol.com.

April 19th Meetup
We saw the film, Food for Thought, 
along with a presentation by Dan 
Forbush about Pitney Meadows 
Community Farm. We made plans 
for action on voting rights and 
the environment, and decided to 
participate in the May 7 Women’s 
Suffrage Rally in Glens Falls’ park 
next to Crandall Library.

May 17th Meetup:  
Healthcare for All 

We’ll view the 35 minute version of 
the new film, Now is the Time and 
then follow that with discussion 
and action. Same time, 3rd 
Wednesday at 7pm, same location, 

continues on page 2
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the Adirondack Trust Community Room, (map and 
directions are on the website).

About Now is the Time:
While the Affordable Care Act 
has helped some people, many 
of us are feeling the pinch of 
rising costs and narrowing 
networks.  Through interviews, 
animations and expose’, this new documentary film 
tells the story of the drama, struggle, and success of the 
movement towards healthcare equality.

June 21st Meetup
Topic is still to be decided by YOU! One idea is to have 
a bit more information about the League of Women 
Voters and the way it operates on the local, state and 
national level, along with the regular format of topic, 
discussion, action.

League of Women Voters of  
Saratoga County (NY-639)

Official address: LWV of Saratoga County  
PO Box 1029. Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

518-728-5201 
www.lwvsaratoga.org 

Follow us on Facebook www.facebook.com/lwvsaratoga 
and on Twitter @LWV_SC 

Steering Committee:
September, October, November: Darnell Rohrbaugh, 
Chair, Youth Programs, 6 Almeria Drive, Clifton 
Park, 12065 —518-371-2588

December, January, February:  Mary Lou Classen, 4 
Blue Spruce Lane, Clifton Park— 518-877-8874

March, April, May:  Barbara Thomas, PO Box 964, 
Saratoga Springs, 518-681-7530

June, July, August:  Pattie Garrett, 537 Union Street, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866, 518-496-4973

Secretary:  Kathleen Koebrich, 718 Malta Ave. Ext, 
Malta, NY 12020, 518-587-3616

Treasurer:  Steven Koebrich, 718 Malta Ave. Ext, 
Malta, NY, 12020, 518-587-3616

Directors:
Charlotte Druschel, 27 Paisley Road, Ballston Spa, 
NY 12020, 518-885-8986 

Carol Glansberg, 62 Kent Street, Ballston Spa, 
12020, 210-7743

Louise Golub, Chair, Action & Issues, 10 Hathorn 
St., Saratoga Springs, 12866, 518-584-7518

Ann Kril, Chair, Voters’ Services, 60 Hillcrest Drive, 
Saratoga Springs, 12866, 518- 584-1436

Terry Lowenthal, 12 Mystic Lane, Saratoga Springs, 
12866, 518-587-2516

Off Board Chairs:
Cherie Grey, nominating, 38 Fifth Avenue,  
Saratoga Springs, 12866, 518-587-7211 

Nancy Martinez, Membership, 4 Equestrian Lane, 
Apt. 8, Saratoga Springs, 12866, 518-281-1185

Francine Rodger, Vote411, 36 Hemlock Drive, 
Clifton Park, 12065, 518-371-8032

The LWV  of Saratoga County does not support or oppose  
any candidate or political party. We sometimes take positions 
on non-partisan issues. This has been the League’s policy  
for 97 years.

ContaCt us

Meet Suffragist  
Susan B. Anthony

2017 marks the 100th anniversary 
of women’s suffrage in New York 
State, where women gained 
the vote three years before the 
passage of the 19th Amendment. 
Susan Brownell Anthony was 
a pioneer leader of the cause 
of woman suffrage, and worked 
tirelessly for women. Join historical 
re-enactor Linda McKenney for a 
look at Susan’s journey from childhood 
through her lifelong commitment to the women’s 
suffrage movement.

Thursday, May 18 from 12:00 noon - 1 pm
Community Room, Saratoga Springs Public Library

continued from page 1
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Before They Were Our Mothers: Voices of Women 
Born Before Rosie Started Riveting is seeking first-
person, present-tense TRUE stories giving voice to 
the author’s mother or grandmother born before 
World War II. 

Submit a compelling true narrative, from your 
foremother’s perspective, to be published no later 
than December 31, 2017 in a printed anthology 
of approximately 15 stories. Featured authors will 
receive a copy of the book with the opportunity to 
buy additional copies at cost. They’ll also be invited 
to participate in a writing seminar and book launch 
party in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. 

Chosen submissions will:

•	 tell	 an	 interesting	 true	 story	 in	 her	 first-person	
voice about a certain time in her life before she 
becomes a wife and/or mother (not a biographical 
sketch or chronology). 

•	 showcase	how	she	asserts	herself	at	a	 time	when	
women’s voices are often silenced.

•	 showcase	her	success	against	the	odds	and/or	her	
frustration with unrealized dreams and aspirations. 

•	 follow	 literary	 conventions	 and	 demonstrate	 an	
excellent command of the English language.

Word count limit: 3000 words
Deadline: May 31, 2017

For details of submission contact Patricia Nugent

Over 200 people turned out to hear Rex Smith, the 
Editor of the Times Union, talk about real news and 
fake news.  He suggested that the best way to figure 
out the difference is to consider the source. Regular 
broadcast TV, reputable print newspapers like the 
NY Times, Times Union, Washington Post (and their 
online versions), National Public Radio, etc. can 
usually be relied on, he said.  Those news outlets 
go through a rigorous process of vetting news and 
sources before they announce it. 

Call for Submissions from 
Female Writers in NYS

Book Club
Wednesday May 10, 1:00 pm 

Book: Running from Office: Why Young  
Americans are Turned Off to Politics   
by Jennifer Lawless and Richard Fox.

Saratoga Springs Public Library
49 Henry Street, Saratoga Springs NY

Potluck Lunch and Planning Meeting
Wednesday, June 14, 1:00 pm

At the home of Francine Rodger, 34 Hemlock Drive,  
Clifton Park, NY

Fake News Drew a Crowd!
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Proposed Local Program:
Continuation of support for  

these positions:

Four League Solid Waste 

Emergency Services in Saratoga County

The Roles, Responsibilities and Over-
sight of the Saratoga County Industrial 
Development Agency (IDA), the Sara-
toga Economic Development Corpora-
tion (SEDC) and the Saratoga County 
Prosperity Partnership (Prosperity 
Partnership)

Governance of Local Governments

Note: The text of these positions is on 
our website.  (Select Issues and Action, 
then scroll to the bottom for the links 
to these positions). The new position on 
Governance of Local Governments is 
also in this Newsletter.  

Annual Meeting Agenda
11:30 Steering Committee Report
  Presentation of Carrie Chapman  
  Catt Award
  Introduction of Students Inside  
  Albany winners
12:00 Buffet Lunch

12:45 Business Meeting

 1:15 Speaker: Ron Deutsch

 1:45 Direction to the Board

 2:00 Adjourn

__________ @ $25. ea. (please note number of attendees)

RENEW! 2018-2019 dues: 
 $55. Individual   

 $80 Family
One-year household membership for two or more members  
who share an address/please enclose names 

 $25 Student

 Please send a gift membership (enclose name and address)

In addition, I would like to contribute $ __________  

NAME ____________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________  

CITY ___________________________STATE __________ ZIP_______________________   

PHONE (home) ________________________ (cell) _______________________________ 

E-MAIL ___________________________________________________________________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $______________.

RSVP for the Annual Meeting  
please send by May 22

Please send your check to:   
Steve Koebrich, 178 Malta Ave Extension, Malta, NY 12020 

Our Annual Meeting Speaker 
Ron Deutsch, Executive Director, Fiscal Policy Institute

Ron Deutsch has been a tireless advocate for 
working families for over 20 years in Albany. He 
led the Statewide Emergency Network for Social 
and Economic Security (SENSES, a statewide 
anti-poverty advocacy organization) for 13 years 
and has been the Director of FPI’s sister 501(c)
(4) organization, New Yorkers for Fiscal Fairness 
for the past 8 years. Deutsch is a graduate of the 

State University of New York at Albany. He also leads an all volunteer  
non-profit (www.thegivingcircle.org) that works to help improve the lives 
of families in the Capital District, nationally and internationally.

A n n u A l  M e e t i n g
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The Nominating Committee (Cherie Grey chair,  
Louise Golub, Margie Van Meter, Kathleen Donahue, 
Charlotte Druschel) present the following report for 
adoption at the June Annual Meeting. 

Continuing Service of a two-year term June 2016 to June 2018:

Steering Committee ............................................ Pattie Garrett

Steering Committee .............................................Barb Thomas

Treasurer .......................................................... Steve Koebrich

Director ........................................................... Carol Glansberg

Director ................................................................Louise Golub

Nominated for the completion of a two-year term left vacant 
June 2017 to June 2018:

Director ........................................................... Terry Lowenthal 

Two year term June 2017 to June 2019:

Secretary ...........................................................Susan Ransom

Nominations of a two-year term June 2017 to June 2019:

Steering Committee ..................................................... Ann Kril

Steering Committee ........................................................ vacant

Director ...................................................................Linda Gush

Director ......................................................... Linda McKenney

Director ............................................................Donna Dardaris

Nominating Committee to be elected with one-year  
terms ending June 2017:
Cherie Grey, Tim Holmes, Kathleen Donahue,  
2 board appointments

Recommendations to the Board for One Year Appointments  
ending June 2018: 

Director ........................................................Mary Lou Classen 

Director ..................................................................Carol Fallon

Director ....................................................... Elizabeth Harding 

Director ...................................................... Darnell Rohrbaugh

Director ...................................................... Charlotte Druschel

Proposed By-Laws
Strike through shows wording to be deleted;  
Brackets [ ] enclose wording to be added.

Article 4. Board of Directors

Section 1. Number. Manner of Selection and Terms of 
Office

The Board of Directors shall consist of the Officers of 
the League, six elected directors and not more than 
six appointed directors. 

[The board of directors shall consist of one of the fol-
lowing configurations:

a A president or co-presidents, a 1st vice president, 
a second vice president, a secretary and a trea-
surer, plus 6 elected directors and no more than 
six appointed directors, all of whom shall be voting 
members.

b. A steering committee of no more than 4 members, 
a secretary and a treasurer plus 6 elected direc-
tors and no more than 6 appointed directors, all of 
whom shall be voting members.]

Three directors shall be elected by the general mem-
bership at each annual meeting and shall serve a 
term of two years, or until their successors have been 
elected.  The elected members shall appoint up to six 
additional directors as they deem necessary to carry 
on the work of the league. The terms of office of the 
appointed directors shall be one year and shall expire 
at the conclusion of the next annual meeting.

Article 5 - Officers

Section 1.  Enumeration and Election of Officers

The officers of the League of Women Voters of  
Saratoga county shall be [either] a president/co-presi-
dents, a first vice-president, a second vice-president, 
a secretary and a treasurer who shall be elected for 
terms of 2 years by the general membership at an 
annual meeting and take office immediately.  The 
president[s], the first vice-president and the secretary 
shall be elected in odd numbered years. The second 
vice-president and the treasurer shall be elected in 
even-numbered years. [OR  a steering committee of 
no more than four {4} members, a secretary and a 
treasurer who shall be elected for terms of two years 
by the general membership at an annual meeting and 
take office immediately. Elections will be held so that 
half will be in even years and half in odd years.]

Sections 2. and 3 have not been changed. Sections 4 
and 5 have been renumbered to reflect the new sec-
tion 4.
Section 4. [ The Steering Committee]

[The steering committee shall determine the division 
of tasks and the leadership roles its members handle. 
A chair of the steering committee will be designated 
at all times. If the Steering Committee Chair who is 
functioning as Chair is absent because of disability 
or death, the Steering Committee shall designate that 
person’s replacement to carry out all of the predeces-
sor’s duties.]

Section 5.  The Secretary

Section 6. The Treasurer

2017 Nominating Committee Report
A n n u A l  M e e t i n g
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Elizabeth Cady Stanton— 
Woman of Vision

Congratulations go 
to Carol Glansberg 
for organizing our 
super successful 
Famous Person 
Fundraiser. 

Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, as portrayed 
by Ellie Sterns, was 
a feisty, practical, 
highly intelligent 
woman. It was a 
pleasure to hear 
her opinions on the 
fight to secure basic 
human rights for 
women as well as 
for the vote. She gave snippets of information about 
her contemporaries Susan B. Anthony, Matilda Jocelyn 
Gage, Lucretia Mott and others.

Thanks to Donna Dardaris we raffled off a basket of 

goodies related to Elizabeth Cady Stanton and one of 
items from the Saratoga Farmer’s Market.

It was wonderful to see so many new faces, as well 
as our long-time attendees at this year’s event. LWVSC 
thanks everyone who attended, as well as everyone who 
couldn’t attend but donated to support LWVSC’s Voter 
Service activities. Your contributions raised $2,741.60!

Saratoga County LWV Sends Two  
to Students Inside Albany

This year the two students selected to attend Student’s 
Inside Albany happen to be friends from the same 
school. The Schuylerville Senior High School students 
are Freya Birkas-Dent and Samantha Ellis. Both girls 
have expressed an interest in International Relations. 
Freya said she would like a possible career in diplomacy 
or civil service with time in the Peace Corps. Samantha’s 
career goal is to become a diplomat or work with an 
international not-for-profit organization.

Samantha is secretary of the Student Council, 
President of the French Club, plays clarinet in the band 
and sings in the Women’s choir. She is in the Math 
League and is on the ski and tennis teams. She attended 
a summer program at Brown University that piqued her 
interest in international affairs. She said in her essay, 
“… I realized the only true way to make a lasting change 
was through the government where decisions that are 
made effect the rest of the world.” 

Freya is on the High Honor Roll and has received 
academic achievement awards in science, design, and 
history. She is in the French Club, Book Club, and 
Environmental Club. She also participates in 4-H, figure 
skating, Hungarian language lessons and her church 
youth group. Freya volunteers in the community with 
both children and the elderly.  She enjoys reading about 
politics particularly about women politicians. She said, 
“I think it is fascinating to see what makes female 
leaders such a valuable asset in a male dominated 
political environment.”

These two juniors will be going to the NYSLWV 
sponsored program in Albany in May to learn about 
state government and advocacy. They will also get an 
opportunity to shadow one of their representatives 
as well as meet students from around the state. To 
select our students a committee reads the applications 
and assigns a point value to different aspects of the 
application, essay and teacher recommendations. The 
two students with the highest total points are selected 
to attend.  

 Coming in the Fall:
Votes For Women: 100th Anniversary of Suffrage 
in New York Thursday, October 19, from 12:00-1 pm., 
SSPL. —New York State was key to the women’s suffrage 
movement. Women gained the vote here 100 years ago, 
three years before the passage of the 19th Amendment.  
Join us for a talk by Natalie Taylor, Political Science 
professor at Skidmore College, about the key players 
and changing political strategies that led to success in 
New York State and eventually nationally. Taylor will 
talk about the moral arguments advanced by Susan 
B. Anthony and early suffragists, and the evolution of 
political strategies over time, including Carrie Chapman 
Catt’s “Winning Plan” that focused on winning the vote 
state-by-state, and Alice Paul’s more militant tactics at 
the federal level.

FYI
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We Lobbied Her
Ten members of LWV Saratoga squeezed around a table 
in Congresswoman Elise Stefanik’s rather small Glens 
Falls district office to talk about issues of concern.  
We started by describing the League, its long time 
commitment to voting and voter education and the fact 
that we never support candidates or parties.

We expressed our support for the continued 
operation of the Election Assistance Commission, 
citing its work on the development of voting machine 
standards, particularly in support of independent voting 
accessibility for those with disabilities.  She noted that 
she isn’t on any committee concerned with this issue 
so was glad to hear about our experience.  She seemed 
particularly impressed that the EAC provides assistance 
to states and localities. We did not press her to commit 
on HR 634.

Ann Kril, our Voter Service chair, described our voter 
registration activities and the scrupulously fair way 
that we conduct candidate events and encouraged her 
to participate in League sponsored Candidate events.  
She described the complicated scheduling involved in 
the campaign season, mentioned that the League in 
Plattsburg (LWV of the North Country) had supplied 
timers for one of the events last year.

Congresswoman Stefanik has Obamacare for herself, 
based on her belief that she should have the healthcare 
Congress has passed, (Note: Under the Affordable Care 
Act, members of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
the Senate and their office staffs who want employer 
coverage generally have to buy it on  the health 
insurance exchange), but states that there are problems 
with the system and cited rising premium costs and 
lack of insurers in some areas (not NY).  She would 

require that any replacement cover “the essential health 
benefits,” which include preventive care and maternity 
care, young adults on their parents plan  until age 26, 
covering those with pre-existing conditions.  She did 
not think that changing Medicaid to a block grant 
would be good for NYS and if it were to happen would 
insist on a multi-year phase in. We spent considerable 
time on our preference for Medicare for All, with its 
ability to control costs and provide choice of provider, 
Ms. Stefanik listened but did not commit.  She wants to 
guarantee rural healthcare access.

Congresswoman Stefanik wants to get rid of oil trains 
—is particularly worried about how close the track is 
to Lake Champlain.  She supports pipelines as a safer 
alternative till renewables can supply the energy we 
need.  She notes that she is the sponsor of the Climate 
Change Resolution (sponsored by her predecessor, 
Gibson) and supports tax credits for renewables.  We 
talked about the danger of acid rain if environmental 
standards are relaxed in the mid-west. 

We ran out of time before we got to discuss all 
the issues on our list but we were impressed with 
our Congresswoman’s intelligence, knowledge of her 
district, and cordiality.  

The LWV group that met with Congresswoman 
Elise Stefanik were: Janice Burns, Town of Wilton; Kim 
VanDenburgh, Town of Stillwater; Paula Jo Smith, Town 
of Wilton; Deanne Rehm, Bolton Landing; Ann Kril, 
Town of Wilton; Mary Kuykendall, Town of Greenfield; 
Pam King-Hall, Town of Wilton; Carol Glansberg, Town 
of Greenfield; Barbara Thomas, Steering Committee, 
LWV Saratoga; Pattie Garrett, Steering Committee, LWV 
Saratoga. 
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Message From the Budget Committee

The budget committee consisting of Joan Disare, Steven 
Koebrich and myself met in March to prepare a budget 
for the 2017-2018 Fiscal Year.

We tried to accommodate any requests from committee 
members for line items that they have requested.   We 
feel it is a fair budget, even though we may have to dip 
into reserves.   We are in a good financial position to do 
this.  We added a couple of new line items and removed 
some old ones that were no longer active categories.  New 
categories are Webpage/Facebook and 100th Anniversary 
Committee. This year has seen some very generous 
donations and hopefully that will continue in the future.

Both of our financial accounts (General Operating 
and Financial Management) are in good shape, and 
will allow us to fund all of our planned activities for 
the coming fiscal year.  One of our Chapter's financial 
strengths continues to be that funding derived from 
contributions and fund raiser activities exceeds the 
revenues from dues collected. Non-dues sources of 
revenues exceeded dues by almost 2K this year.  This 
is important because it allows us to support the State 
and National league offices' vital work with State and 
National lobbying and voter services.

 —Mary Lou Classen Budget Committee Chair  

Sharon Awramik
Kathy Biegay
Sara Carpenter
Hilary Claggett
Nicole Colson 
Bernard Forman
Miranda  
Herrington

Virginia Hitchcock
Rhona Koretzky 
Joanna Lasher
Jeanine Laverty
Sabrina Lauzon
Jackie McConnell
Brenna Sharp
Ronnie Silver

Kim VanDenburgh 
Nicole VanVranken

Welcome 
Returning members 
Richard Hasenauer
Patricia Nugent 

WeLCOMe New Members

Get Your Membership Directory
Every member is entitled to a copy of the new Member-
ship Directory so that you can easily contact other League 
members.  It has been, and will be, available at Meetups 
and public information meetings.  If you want yours be-
fore you attend your next League event, arrange to pick it 
up from Barb Thomas, 124 Phila Street, Apt 4, Saratoga 
Springs, 518-681-7530.

Message from a long-time member
The League has always sustained my faith in our country 
with its efforts to educate, study, discuss and reach 
conclusions that have effects on all of us.

I have been a participant in several Leagues on many 
levels and value my years  with so many colleagues and 
friends with admiration and respect.  I must say we have 
lots of fun in the process also.

So let’s keep soldiering on, finding consensus and, 
please let’s get rid of the Electoral College at last!

100th Anniversaries Committee
Linda McKenney chairs this committee planning events 
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Women winning the 
vote in NYS (2017); the formation of the League of Women 
Voters in NYS (2019); Women’s Suffrage in the United 
States and the formation of LWVUS (2020).  Janice Burns 
and Mary Lou Classen are also on the committee planning 
lots of fun and serious events. Join the committee, the 
more the merrier. Great sashes are available to wear! Join 
the committee by emailing mckenney_linda@yahoo.com .

Easy, Meaningful Gifts
This Mother’s Day, give your Mother a gift that shows you 
care with a membership to the League of Women Voters.  
Membership is open to all genders so forget the tie for 
Father’s Day and get him a gift with meaning, a LWV 
membership. 

Don’t forget your graduates. Show them you are 
concerned about their future with a membership.  Annual 
memberships are $55 for an individual, $80 for a household 
and $25 for a student. 

http://www.lwvsaratoga.org/pdfs/membershipbrochure.pdf 

Thank You for your Contribution
Stewart’s Shops

Millie Green
In honor of Barb Thomas 

Chris Alexander & Peter Martin
Judy Basse
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2017-2018 Budget
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LWV Saratoga Position  
on Governance of  

Local Governments
Position adopted April 5, 2017:
The League of Women Voters of Saratoga County 
believes that it is important to have a clear separation 
of powers, and checks and balances in County 
Government and therefore we support having an 
elected County Executive.  Additional reasons for 
supporting a County Executive are that because 
the County Executive would be elected county-wide 
the Executive would be focused on the needs of the 
County as a whole; and because the term of office 
would be longer than the current one-year term of 
the Chair of the Board of Supervisors continuity and 
long range planning would be enhanced.

The League of Women Voters of Saratoga County 
believes that Cities in this County should separate 
their administrative functions from their legislative 
functions by having a City Council that makes 
policy and laws and either an elected executive or an 
appointed administrator to carry out administrative 
functions. The League supports this separation 
of functions in order to have a strong centralized 
administration, to have clear lines of responsibility 
and to eliminate waste.

Background:
In 2015 we adopted a study of whether local 
governments in Saratoga County (villages, towns, 
cities and county government) should separate 
executive or administrative functions from legislative 
(policy making) functions. 

The study committee soon determined that the 
structure of government for Villages is specified in 
NYS Law, and calls for a mayor who serves as executive 
and Council members who make policy, a clear 
separation of legislative from executive functions.  

Likewise, the committee determined that the 
structure of government for Towns is specified in 
NYS Law and consists of a Town Council, chaired by a 

Supervisor, and an elected  Highway Superintendent.  
There is no clear separation of legislative and 
administrative functions, although many Supervisors 
function as though the law gave them executive 
powers.

Note that at the time of this study (2015-2017):

a. the County is governed by a Board of Supervisors, 
with each Supervisor being elected by its Town or 
City, and casting a population- weighted vote on 
the County Board. The Supervisors (except those 
from the cities and one of those from the Town of  
Clifton Park) also serve as the Supervisor of their 
Town Government.

b. The two cities in this County (Mechanicville and 
Saratoga Springs) are governed by a Commission 
form of government, with each Commissioner 
serving as a member of the City Council and also 
administering a Department.

The committee confined its study to the County 
government and to the government of the two cities 
in the county.

Voter Registration at Ben & Jerry’s
Free ice cream cones lured them in, and League 
members helped folks fill out their voter registration 
forms- but the majority of those who weren’t 
registered took their forms home to fill out at their 
leisure.  It poured rain off & on throughout the day, 
but everyone had a good time.
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Taking Action just got easier  
with VOICES!

This year LWV has seen an increased not only in 
membership but also in the public’s interest in what is 
going on at our State Capitol. We have had a busy first 
half of session and now that budget negotiations are 
winding down we are regrouping and strategizing how 
we will move our priority issues before session ends.

Lucky for us we have launched a new partnership 
with Voices a political advocacy app that shares action 
alerts from the League directly to your phone. These 
action alerts will allow you to quickly call, email, or 
tweet at your legislator with the touch of a button. The 
alert will provide you with a sample script, email, or 
tweet and give you the power to lobby on these issues 
quickly and easily.

NYS Supports a Constitutional 
Convention
LWVNY will be supporting a Constitutional Convention 
as a rare opportunity for citizens to take control of 
government and enact voting, ethics, and redistricting 
reforms. We have been urging these same reforms for 
many decades and getting almost nowhere. This past 
year the leaders of both houses were convicted on 
corruption charges and even then the legislature failed 
to adopt meaningful reform.  

Volunteer
Observe the action at the LWVNY convention by 
volunteering to help out.  This is a good way to see what 
goes on without having to pay to be an observer.  You 
can even combine your volunteer stint with the tour of 
Seneca Falls. Volunteering is a great way to meet and 
network with fellow Leaguers. Contact Joan Johnson, 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 315-488-4339 or by email at 
jaj62@twcny.rr.com.

What are Mail Chimps?
Mail Chimps are the emails LWV Saratoga sends to 
its members (and other interested people) about 
upcoming events and things to do. We send them about 
once a week, and in the from section it says League of 
Women Voters of Saratoga County.  Recent topics were: 
Advocacy Training/Lobby Day, Consensus Meeting—
Local Government, March Meetup summary.

If you didn’t get them you are missing out. Check your 
spam folder; if you have gmail look in the promotions 
folder; if this doesn’t work call Charlotte Druschel (our 
master of the Mail Chimp) at 518-885-8986 to see if she 
has the correct email address for you.

Outraged!
The League of Women Voters of New York State is 
outraged that the budget deal touted by the Governor 
and the legislature once again failed to implement any 
reforms to make voting easier and more accessible.  
http://www.lwvny.org/advocacy/election-law/2017/
Press-Budget-Deal_041017.pdf

Become an Election Inspector
You need to be trained to be an election inspector, but 
new inspectors (they are the people who sign you in 
or monitor the voting machines) are always needed.  
Training sessions begin in May for the September 
primary.  Call 518-885-2249 to sign up.

School Board Elections
School Board Elections will be held on May 16.  League 
members have gathered information from most of the 
school districts in Saratoga County and have posted 
the information on Vote411. It is easiest to access this 
information from www.lwvsaratoga.org.  Special thanks 
to Ann Marie Pendergast and Francine Rodger for 
doing all the posting.  Voter Service Chair, Ann Kril, 
has scheduled a school board candidate event for the 
Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake School District on May 10th, 
and has a few others in the works.  Check the website 
for event dates.

Tour of Seneca Falls 
with Lunch and Dinner for $70. To celebrate women 
achieving the right to vote in 1917 in NYS, the state 
League is organizing a field trip from Liverpool to 
Seneca Falls on Friday, June 9 (day before Convention 
actually begins). Tours of the Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton home, Women’s Hall of Fame and the Women’s 
Rights National History Park (and Wesleyan Chapel), 
as well as dinner and a speaker at an historic restau-
rant in Seneca Falls, will be included. You will need 
to be in Liverpool by noon on Friday to join this trip. 
The Registration Form for this tour is also posted on 
the LWVNY website.
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May
Sunday, 5-7-17 Suffrage Centennial Rally of  

Glens Falls, City Park, Glens Falls, NY, 1pm

Wednesday, 5-10-17, Book Club, CPHPL, 1pm

Wednesday, 5-10-17, BH-BL School  
Board Candidate Event, 7pm

Tuesday, 5-16-17, School Board Elections

Wednesday, 5-17-17, Meetup—Medicare for All,  
ADK Trust Office Building, 7pm

Thursday, 5-18-17, Meet Susan B. Anthony 
Community Room, Saratoga Springs  
Public Library, 12pm

June
Saturday, 6-3-17, Annual Meeting—Speaker Ron 

Deutsch, Bravo, $25, 11:30am

Friday, 6-9-17, Tour of Seneca Falls (from Liverpool, NY) 
+ Lunch + Dinner for $70 12pm (see page 11)

Saturday & Sunday, 6-10 and 6-11, LWVNY Convention, 
Syracuse (Liverpool) NY

Wednesday, June 14, Book Club, pot luck lunch at 
Francine Rodger’s home, 1pm (see page 3)

Wednesday, June 21, Meetup, ADK Trust Office  
Building, 7pm

Coming in the Fall
Thursday, 10-19-17, Votes For Women: 100th 
Anniversary of Suffrage in New York, SSPL, 12-1pm

Watch website for additional events, changes in 
times, locations or cancellations. 
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