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The League of Women Voters,  
a nonpartisan  

political organization, 

 encourages informed and  

active participation  

in government,  

works to increase  

understanding of major  

public policy issues,  

and influences public  

policy through  

education and advocacy. 

 

 

The League of Women  

Voters of Saratoga County,  

in both its values and  

practices, is committed  

to inclusion and diversity.   
 

This means: 

There shall be no barriers to  

participation in any activity of 

the League on the basis of  

economic position, gender, race, 

creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin  

or disability. 
 

We recognize that diverse  

perspectives are important and 

 necessary for responsible  

and representative  

decision-making.   
 

We believe inclusiveness  

enhances the  

organizationôs ability  

to respond more  
effectively to changing  

conditions and needs.   
 

We affirm our  

commitment to  

reflecting the diversity of  

Saratoga County. 
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¶ Since women won the right to vote 

¶ Since Carrie Chapman Catt founded the LWV 
 

F ebruary 14th is our birthday, but our celebration will be 

on Saturday morning, February 13th beginning at 9:30 

am.*  Former President Abraham Lincoln will be address-

ing us at the Saratoga National Golf Club as we gather for a sumptuous Prime 

Breakfast Buffet and hear the Presidentôs views on Liberty and Liberation .  

Heôll also give us a glimpse of the women whoôve played an important role in 

his life. 
 

LWVNY President Betsey Swan will be there, too, to give us her views on  

Why the LWV is Still Relevant Today. 
 

Ú Help us Celebrate our Successes: 

ǅ Child Labor Laws ǅ The United Nations ǅ The Clean Air Act ǅ The right 

to vote by absentee ballot ǅ the Clean Water Act ǅ The formation of the 

Environmental Protection Agency ǅ The Voting Rights Act ǅ Motor Voter 

(The National Voter Registration Act) ǅ Convinced Saratoga County to 

offer Subsidized Childcare ǅ Resource Conservation & Recovery Act 

(RCRA) ǅ Help America Vote Act ǅ CAFÉ  standards for automobiles ǅ 

The NYS Bottle Bill  ǅ Paper Ballot/Optical Scanner Voting Machines in 

NYS ǅ The Bigger, Better NYS Bottle Bill ǅ  Safe Drinking Water Act  

ǅ Title IX of the Education Act ǅ The Brady Bill ǅ Assault Weapons Ban  

ǅ and the list goes onéé. 
 

*RSVP for our 90th Birthday Celebration by February 5th.   

Use the form on the back page. 

 

Prepare for the Consensus on Consolidation  
(March 27th) by reading page 3 

Ú Happy Birthday to 
5)& -&"(6& 0' 80.&/ 705&34t 

90 YEARS OLD & STILL GOING STRONG! 

 

Our Founder 

CARRIE CHAPMAN-

CATT  
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Board of Directors 
All phone numbers in 518 area code, unless noted 

 

President: 

Barbara Thomas, 220 West Milton Rd, Ballston Spa, NY 
12020     885-9769(h) ð barb.lwv@nycap.rr.com 

summer home:  315-357-3340  
 

1st Vice President/Membership/Citizenôs Rights 

Lori Dawson, 4 Marion Place, Saratoga Springs,NY12866   
580-0547(h)  580-5383(w) - lddawson@skidmore.edu 

 

2nd Vice President/Public Relations  
Patricia Nugent, 20 Secretariat Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 

12866 

584-4255(h) - pnwired@verizon.net 
  

Treasurer: 
Diane Whitburn , 11 North Hill Dr., Ballston Lake, NY 12019 

877-5310(h) - dianew@nycap.rr.com 
 

Secretary/ Farmerôs Market 

Pattie Garrett , 537 Union Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
584-4271(h)   402-7124 (w)   pattiegarrett@aol.com   

 

Annual Meeting: 
Barbara Murphy , 2 Granada Drive, Clifton Park, 12065 

399-0652 or 371-6534 barbedwire4u@earthtones.com  
 

Bulletin Editor: 

Margot Ammon , 238 Nelson Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  
584-4204 cammon2@nycap.rr.com 

 

Health Care Advocacy 

Patricia Reed, 12 Clubhouse Dr., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

583-1376ðpreed9@nycap.rr.com 
& 

Selma Harwood, 230 Nelson Av., Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

584-3794ðselharwood@nycap.rr.com 
 

TAKE ME TO VOTE! 

Cindy Sodher, 2 Carriage House Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 
12866     584-1878ðcsodher@hotmail.com 

 

Voters Service- Candidate Events 

Mary Lou Classen, 4 Blue Spruce Lane, Ballston Lake, NY 

12019     877-8874(h) - wernerc@localnet.net 
& 

Ann Kril , 60 Hillcrest Drive, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
584-1436(h) - akril@nycap.rr.com 

 

Hospitality 

Millie Green, 95 Bryan Street, Saratoga Springs, NY  12866 
584-8364 

 

 

 

League of Women Voters of New York State   or 

League of Women Voters of New York State  

Education Foundation 

62 Grand Street, Albany, NY    12207 
465-4162 www.lwvny.org 

 

Executive Director:  Laura Bierman , laura@lwvny.org 
Project Administrator: Stephanie Lopez, stephanie@lwvny.org  

President: Betsey Swan  , betsey@lwvny.org 
 

League of Women Voters of the United States 

1730 M Street, NW, Washington, DC    20036-4508 
202-429-1965      www.lwv.org  

From the President: 
 

Happy Birthday to Us!   

We make a difference! 
ñA milestone in the six year saga of the 

stateôs implementation of the federal Help 

America Vote Act (HAVA) was reached on 

December 15, 2009, when the NYS Board of 

Elections voted unanimously to approve two 

voting systems for use by the voters of New York.  The two sys-

tems (1) Dominion Voting Systems Democracy Suite with Image-

Cast precinct-based scanner, and (2) Election Systems & Soft-

ware (ES&S) DS200, Unity Suite precinct-based scanner and the 

AutoMARK Voter Assist Terminal ballot-marking device met the 

requirements of  NYS statute and regulations, as well as the 

EACôs 2005 voluntary voting system guidelines.ò  Those are the 

words of Aimee Allaud, the LWVNY Election Law Specialist, to 

whom we all owe many thanks for the work she has done on this 

issue.  But I also want to thank all of you who studied the options 

and lobbied for machines that meet the SARA test.  In Saratoga 

County we will be using the Dominion scanners county-wide in 

the Fall elections. 

 You, in partnership with LWVNY and other good govern-

ment groups, were effective in getting the NYS Assembly and 

Senate to pass the Campaign Finance Enforcement/Ethics Reform 

Bill (S.6457).  Your calls and emails to Senator Roy McDonald 

undoubtedly gave him some of the arguments he used to speak 

movingly to the need for this bill, which passed 59-1.  

 How do we get election districts that arenôt gerryman-

dered to protect incumbents and the party in power?  Attend 

the Redistricting Reform Forum on February 9th co-sponsored 

by the state League and the Rockefeller Institute of Government 

to find out. The forum will be 2:00-4:00 pm at the Rockefeller 

Institute, 411 State Street, Albany. The Governor and Legislative 

Leaders have been invited to speak and Gerald Benjamin (SUNY 

New Paltz) and Blair Horner (NYPIRG) are confirmed as panel-

ists; Susan Arbetter of WCNY TV/FM will moderate. There will 

be a reception following to celebrate LWVUS's 90th Anniversary.  
 

 Look at that partial list of LWV accomplishments on the 

front page and then make your reservation to join us on Febru-

ary 13th to celebrate our 90th Birthday . 

   Barb 

Welcome 
New Members  
Rose Fonseca 

Sora Friedman 

Dorothy Reid 

Gwendolyn Bluemich 

Thanks to our  
contributors 
To LWVSC 

Barbara Batten 

Kate Oppedisano 

Millie Green 

 

Cynthia Sodher 

Barb Thomas 
 

To LWVNYEF 

Cynthia Sodher  



3 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE JoinUs 
 

Ç YES! I Would like to join the League. 

Ç $50. Individual   Ç $75 Family    

Ç $20 Student 

Ç  Please send more information  
 

Ç  I would like to contribute$______ 
 

NAME ________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS _____________________________ 
 

CITY  ________________________________ 

 
STATE  ________ ZIP  ______________   
 

PHONE (h) _________________ (w) _____________ 
 

EMAIL _______________________________ 
 

Make your check to: LWV of Saratoga County  

Mail to: Membership, LWVSC P.O. Box 1029,   

  Saratoga Springs, NY   12866  

The new NYS Government Reorganization and 

Citizen Empowerment Act, effective March, 2010 

streamlines procedures for consolidating villages, 

towns, and most districts to help local governments 

save money and improve services.  

Two Saratoga villages are under study for disso-

lution - the village of Corinth into the Town of Cor-

inth and the village of Schuylerville into the Town of 

Saratoga. Dissolution is the process whereby a gov-

ernment ceases to exist and becomes part of a con-

tiguous government entity either by action of the 

government board or by citizen-initiated petition. 

CONSOLIDATION OF VILLAGES , 

TOWNS, AND DISTRICTS - Two or more govern-

ment entities may consolidate on initiation of a joint 

resolution of the governing bodies; or via petition by 

the citizens. The governing boards may hold a public 

hearing 35 to 90 days after consolidation proceedings 

begin. A referendum must be held within 90 days of 

these consolidation proceedings. The boards may 

amend their joint agreement within 180 days of the 

resolution or they may stop the process. If one entity 

votes down the consolidation, the measure fails and 

may not be reinitiated for four years.  

Or, consolidation may be initiated by citizen peti-

tion within each government entity. At least 10 % of 

registered voter signatures are required (or 5, 000 

signatures, whichever is less.) The government bod-

ies must announce a referendum within 30 days with 

the vote taking place within 90 days. The joint boards 

must prepare a consolidation plan within 210 days of 

the vote. A public hearing is held and the plan may 

be amended by the boards within 60 days. If a peti-

tion of 25   %of registered voters is filed in one of the  

entities (or 15,000 voters, whichever is less, (a 

second referendum may be held to overturn consoli-

dation. Consolidation of villages and towns, if con-

tiguous, may occur across county lines. When dis-

tricts consolidate, they need not be contiguous.  

DISSOLUTION OF TOWNS - Under the new 

Act, towns may not be dissolved. Under the old law, 

a town could be dissolved into a contiguous town if 

approved by the majority of voters in both towns.  

DISSOLUTION OF VILLAGES & DIS-

TRICTS - This process is essentially the same as 

consolidation of villages and towns via citizen-

Get Ready for Consensus:   

Reorganization of Villages, Towns, and Districts  by Ann Magnusen 

initiated petition or board action. The difference is the 

town must merely be notified when a village plans to 

dissolve into it. Briefly, if a citizen petition of 10 % 

voters is filed to dissolve a village or district, a refer-

endum must be held within 90 days. If the majority 

votes to dissolve, the final plan must be completed in 

210 days. A public hearing is held and the plan must 

be finalized by the board within 60 days. To revote, a 

petition of 25 % of voters is required.  

OTHER OPTIONS : SHARED SERVICES - 

An alternative for lowering costs is the sharing of ser-

vices by municipalities. Towns and villages may man-

age services together or merge entire departments 

such as public works, police, recreation, landfill, 

emergency services, and/or judgeships.  

ANNEXATION  - This is the process whereby 

one government entity incorporates contiguous land. 

Consent of the people, if any, is required in the area to 

be annexed. Also, both government bodies must agree 

to the annexation.  

COTERMINOUS TOWN -VILLAGE - If a 

town and village share the same boundaries, the mu-

nicipality is called a coterminous town-village. There 

are five such entities in New York State including 

Green Island, Albany County.  
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COMING EVENTS  

February 9, Tuesday ï Redistrict-

ing Reform Forum 

Rockefeller Institute, 411 State St., 

Albany 2-4 PM, see p2 
 

February 11, Thursday - (co-

sponsored by LWV Saratoga)  

Teri Gay reads from her new book. 

East Line Books, 1714 Route 9, 

Clifton Park at 7pm. 
 

February 13, Saturday  

Famous Person Fundraiser:  

Lincoln, Liberty and Liberation  

at the Saratoga National Golf Club, 

9 to 11:30 am. RSVP required 

See page 1 & below 

March 27, Saturday 

Consensus Meeting on  

Consolidation, 10am-2:30pm, 

Community Room, Saratoga 

Springs Public Library See page 3 

Lincoln, Liberty & Liberation ééé ...1, 4 

From the President ééééé.éééé.2 

Welcome New Members ééé.ééé...2 

Thanks to Contributors ééééééé...2 

State Study on Consensus .éé.é.é...é.3 

 

Our Thanks to Christine Alexander 
& Peter Martin for their generous 

hosting of the LWVSC party!  

Name_____________________________________________________________ Phone____________________________ 

 

___Yes, consider me a Knob Creek Farmer! (student rate, $25 total) 
 

___Yes, Iôm an Indiana Rail Splitter! (single, $50 total) 
 

___Yes, count us in as journeymen lawyers! (double,$95 total) 
 

___Yes, Iôll be there as an Illinois Legislator! (single plus additional $25 donation, $75 total) 
 

___Yes, put me down as a Presidential Cabinet Member! (single plus additional $50 donation, $100 total) 
 

___No, I cannot attend but I support Abeôs spirit and the Leagueôs efforts to celebrate! (Donation enclosed:$___________) 

 

Please make checks payable to LWVNYEF. Your contribution is tax deductable except for $25 fair value of the event  

per person attending.  Receipts will be provided at the door.  

Return by February 5th to Diane.Whitburn, 11 North Hill Dr., Ballston Lake, NY   12019 


