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The League of Women Voters,  
a nonpartisan  

political organization, 

 encourages informed and  

active participation  

in government,  

works to increase  

understanding of major  

public policy issues,  

and influences public  

policy through  

education and advocacy. 

 

 

The League of Women  

Voters of Saratoga County,  

in both its values and  

practices, is committed  

to inclusion and diversity.   
 

This means: 

There shall be no barriers to  

participation in any activity of 

the League on the basis of  

economic position, gender, race, 

creed, age, sexual orientation,  

national origin  

or disability. 
 

We recognize that diverse  

perspectives are important and 

 necessary for responsible  

and representative  

decision-making.   
 

We believe inclusiveness  

enhances the  

organizationôs ability  

to respond more  
effectively to changing  

conditions and needs.   
 

We affirm our  

commitment to  

reflecting the diversity of  

Saratoga County. 

 

 
 

We have been studying our countyôs governmental structure since the local 

study was adopted in 2007 and now are prepared to report back to all of 

you.  Please join us for an informative evening on April 21st at the Saratoga 

Springs Library and hear what Barb, Ann, Frances, Dennie, Jan, Jim, 

Margot, Margie, Terry, and Helen have to say. 
 

 

If you would like to contribute a salad or a dessert, 

 please contact Nancy Bellamy (399-8508).  
 

If you can not be there for the Salads, be sure to join us for the program. 

Breakfast Buffet in the Arches Room of the Gideon Putnam 
 

Following a brief business meeting we will hear from  

Melissa Everett, PhD, Executive Director of Sustainable Hudson : 

of a Sustainable Local Community:   

¶ Economic interdependence  
¶ Environmental harmony  
¶ Energy off the grid  

¶ Eating  locally supplied food  
 

Melissa has an exciting message and we want to make her talk available to 

those concerned about the future of the planet.  Please network with other 

groups and invite them to attend her talk. (We will make chairs available for 

those who come after the breakfast and business meeting). 

See 

page 6 
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Off-Board Positions on page 6 

From the president...  
 

Spring is here and Walk and Talk with 

the League resumes in April.  If youôd 

like to get some fresh air and exercise 

while talking with League members on 

any topic that enters your mind, call me 

at 885-9769.  When we hear from the 

people who are interested we will select 

the most convenient day of the week for 

these morning walks, or maybe different 

days on alternate weeks.  Last yearôs 

regular walkers were Helen and Bill Crawshaw and their dog 

Mina; Bob and Barb Thomas and their dog Xena; Diane Whitburn; 

Barbara Stamas; Nancy Bellamy.  This is an opportunity to get to 

know other Leaguers on a personal level. 

Thanks to Pattie Garrett for a very informative Legisla-

tive Breakfast.  Everyone seemed to like the roundtable section, 

and the expert moderating of Susan Arbetter. 

Our board selected Mary Lou Classen, Lori Dawson, Terry 

Lowenthal and me to be your delegates to the LWVNY State 

Convention in Syracuse this May 15th to 17th.  Terry Lowenthal 

chaired the LWVNY nominating committee that has selected the 

slate of candidates to run LWVNY for the next two years.  (Mary 

Lou Classen has been nominated to serve on the nominating com-

mittee.)  But it is not too late to run for a position on the state 

board.  There is still time to be nominated from the floor, if you 

are willing to step up and work.   Thatôs true of our League, too.  If 

youôd like to take on a board responsibility let our nominating 

chair, Janice Burns, know by calling her at 584-3436.  

Plan now to attend our Annual Meeting on June 6th and  

invite all your friends who are interested in the future of the planet.  

Barbara Murphy has arranged a very stimulating presentation by 

Melissa Everett, the executive Director of Sustainable Hudson 

Valley.  Her topic is The 4 Eôs of Sustainable Communities. 

Weôve been talking about varying our meeting times and 

places to try to accommodate people with different schedules.  

Next year we are going try some morning or afternoon meetings, 

as well as our evening meetings, and spread them around the 

county.  Keep tuned. 

By the time you get this we will know who won the 20th 

Congressional Seat.  Thanks to Mary Lou Classen for being our 

representative on the planning committee for the Candidate Forum 

on the March 26th.  It was quite a bit of work! 

Watch our website for School Board Candidate Events 

which may be scheduled at the very end of April or early May. 

 

     Barb 
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Facing the growing evidence that burn-

ing fossil fuels is contributing significantly to global 

climate change, policymakers are evaluating strategies 

for reducing U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. They 

have two general approaches to consider.   

With a cap-and-trade system, policymakers set a 

limit on the quantity of a pollutant (e.g., CO2) that can 

be emitted in a given period. The total emissions al-

lowed under this cap are divided into permits repre-

senting the right to emit a given amount (e.g., one ton 

of CO2). The permits are then allocated to the sources 

covered by the program (e.g., power plants). At the 

end of the compliance period, each source must report 

all emissions and surrender an equivalent number of 

permits. 

Since the number of permits is limited, they have 

financial value. Companies able to reduce their emis-

sions at low cost can sell the permits they don't need to 

companies for whom the cost of reducing emissions is 

high. Each company has the flexibility to choose how 

to meet its emissions target, but market incentives en-

courage them to develop new, cleaner technologies. 

Over time, the cap is lowered to achieve more aggres-

sive emissions-reduction goals.     

A carbon tax is imposed on fossil fuel suppliers at a 

rate that reflects the amount of carbon that will be 

emitted when the fuel is combusted. The tax is in-

cluded in the price of the coal, oil, and natural gas sup-

plied to wholesale users and ultimately is passed on to 

consumers in the price of electricity, gasoline and 

other energy-intensive products. By raising the price 

of carbon-based energy, the tax creates incentives to 

reduce energy use, stimulates demand for more energy

-efficient products, and promotes a shift to cleaner fu-

els and renewable energy.   

The strength of the cap-and-trade approach is that 

it sets firm limits on emissions. The cap is set at a 

level designed to achieve a desired environmental out-

come (e.g., a reduction of CO2 emissions to 80 percent 

of 1990 levels by 2050).      

A carbon tax allows the quantity of emissions to 

fluctuate as the demand for energy rises or falls. Al-

lowing emissions to vary from year to year gives firms 

the flexibility to abate less and pay more in taxes when 

abatement costs are unusually high (and vice-versa 

when abatement costs are low). In order to achieve 

climatic goals, the tax rate can be adjusted over time  

to attain greater emissions reductions. 

The advantage of a carbon tax is that it fixes the 

price of carbon emissions. It creates a permanent in-

centive to reduce emissions, thereby encouraging in-

vestment in alternative fuels and energy-efficient tech-

nologies that have high up-front costs.   

Under a cap-and-trade system, the price of emis-

sions permits may vary considerably from year to 

year. An especially cold winter, for example, could 

increase the demand for energy and cause a spike in 

the price of permits. This volatility could weaken in-

centives to invest in cleaner technologies. 

To address volatility, most cap-and-trade proposals 

include cost-control mechanisms.   
 

¶  Safety valveðestablishes a ceiling on the price of 

permits. If the price reaches this level, the govern-

ment can sell additional permits at this price to the 

capped entities. 

¶  Circuit breakerðfreezes a gradually declining 

emissions cap if the permit price rises above a pre-

determined level.    

¶  Bankingðallows companies to save unused allow-

ances for future years.   

¶  Borrowingðallows companies to borrow permits 

from future years and pay them back, with interest, 

later. 

¶  Offsetsðallow companies to cover some of their 

emissions by purchasing credits created by carbon 

mitigation projects (e.g., tree planting) from sources 

outside the cap-and-trade system.    

These mechanisms (with the exception of banking) 

could delay emissions reductions and undermine the 

integrity of the cap. 

The impact of a cap-and-trade system depends on 

a number of factors. How stringent is the emissions 

target? How will baseline emissions be measured and  

a corresponding and appropriate number of emissions  

 See Greenhouse, page 7    

CURBING GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS-2 Approaches 
By Eleanor Revelle (LWVIL and LWVUS Climate Change Task Force Member) 
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The Saratoga County Planning Department is respon-

sible for providing consultation and technical assis-

tance with planning and zoning for the cities, towns, 

and villages of the county. Municipal law mandates 

that county planning boards must review all zoning 

and subdivision development proposals located 

within 500 feet of a state or county road, located 

within 500 feet of a municipal boundary, or located 

within an agricultural district. 

Planning Department Director Jason Kemper has 

a staff of four that includes Mike Valentine, senior 

planner; Jamie OôNeill, planner; Geographic Infor-

mation Systems (GIS) technician, Troy Hiltz; and a 

secretary, a position currently held by a temporary 

employee. Hiring a full time GIS technician in 2008 

enabled the department to provide more extensive 

mapping and to establish a library of databases for 

use in evaluating proposals for residential and com-

mercial development, acquisition of land for open 

space preservation, as well as assist with other county 

needs, such as establishing E-911 and snow mobile 

trail mapping. 

The Planning Department is located at 50 West 

High Street in Ballston Spa. The 2008 budget is 1.35 

million dollars. The Economic Development Com-

mittee oversees the Planning Department. Mr. 

Kemper provides staff support to the Saratoga County 

Planning Board which consists of seven members ap-

pointed by the Board of Supervisors. Board members 

are chosen to provide representation of various com-

munity interests related to planning such as business, 

farming, parks and recreation, engineering, and law. 

The county Planning Board holds public meet-

ings the third Thursday of each month. Mr. Kemper 

and his staff each month evaluate and prepare reports 

on from 30 to 50 projects submitted to the board for 

approval.  In evaluating land use proposals, the de-

partment considers factors such as adequacy of water 

and sewer systems, population density, traffic flow, 

the impact on surrounding communities, and the ef-

fects of changes on the character of the immediate 

area. 

The county Planning Board also reviews projects 

and offers opinions on request from city or town  

boards or planning boards. It takes a super-majority 

vote (majority plus one) for the city or town boards to 

override the decision of the county Planning Board.  

For example, if the county board denies a zoning 

change, a town board of five members must vote 4:1 

to override the county Planning Board decision. 

Providing training for all members of planning 

and zoning boards within the county is a major re-

sponsibility of the department. Recently, the depart-

ment held its fourth annual Planning and Zoning Con-

ference in Saratoga Springs.  The 500 attendees could 

choose from 20 workshops offered during the day. Mr. 

Kemper said that two workshops that cover operation 

and the responsibilities of planning and zoning boards 

are offered every year and provide essential training 

for newly appointed board members.  Another popular 

workshop covers rulings made in federal and state 

courts over the past year concerning decisions made 

by planning boards.  An attorney presents this work-

shop. 

The department also provides support for the 

Saratoga County Farmland and Open Space Program 

established in 2003.  This program provides grants to 

municipalities to finance their purchase of land to be 

preserved as farmland or recreational purposes. A 

Land Preservation Committee reviews each grant ap-

plication. The grants are awarded annually in late sum-

mer or early fall. Supervisor William Peck of North-

umberland chairs this committee.  Over five years, an-

nual funding for open space grants has grown from 

$330,000 in 2003 to $750,000 in 2008. 

Balancing economic development and life style 

concerns continues to be a challenge.  Mr. Kemper 

stated that the county board endeavors to adopt plans 

that facilitate economic growth in the county while 

pursuing the goal of maintaining open space and farm-

land to preserve the countyôs natural beauty and its 

many opportunities for recreational activities.  The 

planning department helps municipalities determine if 

they have the resources to meet the demands of pro-

posals for large residential, industrial or commercial 

projects that potentially could adversely affect com-

munity life.     

    Frances Mantell and Ann Magnunson 

 DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING  
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Thanks to Our Contributors  
 

To LWVSC:  

Stewartôs Shops  

 

To LWVNY -EF: 

Supervisor Matthew Veitch 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

 

Louise Golub 

 

Harvey & Suzanne Edwards  

 

Susan Arbetter enjoys breakfast with her  
husband, before taking charge as moderator. 

Mary Lou Classen discusses the upcoming 20th CD Candi-

date Forum with past voter Services Chair, Chris Alexander  
A rapt audience.  

Teresa Sayward discusses North Country issues. 


